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Oasis History Unfolding

W

ith Palm Royale virtually sold out and the
successful launch of the next block,
Palme d’Or, now a thing of the past, it
got me thinking about the history of our emerging
complex which began on that magical day,
Valentine’s Day, 14th February 2007. It is hard to
imagine that it was almost eight years ago that
the first pioneer owners began moving into their
new homes. Maureen Botha (PS 706) and
Estelle & Allan Levenson (PS 106) were the first
two on that day, followed closely by the following
new owners; Cynthia Hawker, Faye & David
Saloman, Julie & Herschel Peires, Elizabeth &
Don Geyer, Rita & Eugene du Toit, Paul
Brinkhurst, Solly Kroll, Una Graven and Evelyn &
Jaap Hurenkamp. But for the sad passing of
David Saloman and Herschel Peires all the
remaining pioneers are still living in Palm Springs.

We do need to put in writing that all these early
pioneers must be complimented on their tenacity,
patience, strength of character, bravery and
persistence when one considers what conditions
were like. When I commenced as General
Manager a few months later I was astounded by
what the residents had endured, as Palm Grove
and the Clubhouse were still under construction,
and the dust as well as the hundreds of
contractors with their heavy equipment were a
constant irritation.

During February and March 2007, the senior staff
of the Oasis Care Centre were accommodated in
apartment 207 Palm Springs, which became my
first office when they moved out once their facility
was totally completed a few weeks later. The
following major construction and installations
were still very much in progress and residents
had to negotiate their way around all this constant
activity: Palm Grove was still in construction until
October 2007.
 The underground parking was fenced off
until November 2007.
 The Clubhouse and pool area were only
completed in October 2007.
 The upper level parking was sand and
swirling dust until the paving was laid in
October.
 The gardens and irrigation system were in
total disarray.
 The main entrance and guardhouse were
also only completed late October.

The first 2 page newsletter was started by Miriam
Biderman and myself in August 2007. We are
now on issue 89 of the Nexus and it is a far cry
from the black and white newsletter that we
started with. Nexus has become an important
means of communication with the owners and
residents of the Oasis Community, as well as a
wealth of other interesting reading, jokes etc.
With that in mind we earnestly request owners to
please submit articles, photographs or snippets of
interest which will enable us to continue
presenting a special light-hearted and fun-filled
community newsletter.
The current owners and residents must
understand that all these owners who moved into
Oasis had none of the wonderful facilities that we
now have such as a Clubhouse with restaurant,
library, heated pool & gym, sauna & steam rooms,
bridge room, snooker room, lounges, movies etc.
etc. And we continue to add on, such as the new
function room with coffee bar and large movie
screen with surround sound.
Many of the
activities that are available today such as art
classes, water aerobics, bridge club, snooker,
bible group, entertainment group, poetry group
and handcrafts were started by these original
pioneers.

In conclusion, I wish to sincerely thank all the
owners and residents for their assistance and
camaraderie which makes Oasis a very special
community. You can all be proud of what has
been accomplished in the last 8 years which has
assisted in making Oasis an incredible
experience.
To quote Denis Waitley: “There are two primary
choices in life; to accept conditions as they exist,
or accept the responsibility for changing them.”

Jack Boddington
Editor

What do you suppose
shocked these poor dears?
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From the Manager’s Desk

W

hen you read this article it will be almost
December, traditionally the month of
holidays and festivities. All that I can
say is that as I get older so the years fly away
quicker and quicker and the wind in Cape Town
gets stronger and stronger.
Launch of Palme D’Or
An extremely successful launch of the next
proposed block, Palme D’Or, was held during
November.
The developers, sales team,
management team and restaurant staff all put so
much effort into hosting a special event. I am
sure Cindy Sheard will elaborate in greater detail
in her sales report.
Christmas Luncheon
The Christmas luncheon will be held on Sunday,
21st December. A notice will be sent out and a
booking sheet will start on Monday, 1 st December.
As with the Annual Dinner, which has been
overbooked, we regret that we will be forced to
limit the number of guests to two per apartment.
The menu will be displayed on the notice boards
at the time of opening the bookings.
Christmas Gratuity Box for Staff
A box has been placed on the reception counter
for residents to place their gratuities for the staff.
The residents have been extremely generous
over the years and it certainly is much
appreciated by all the staff. We now have 33 staff

members comprising of concierges, gardeners
and restaurant staff who all share equally in the
total amount. Cash and cheques are accepted
and residents may or may not place the money in
envelopes as they so wish. The box is cleared
every evening by William and myself and the
amount collected is recorded. It is and has been
a wonderful gesture by our residents to show their
appreciation to these our loyal staff. A few extra
rand over the holidays is much appreciated by
each and every member of staff.
Public Holidays
The Restaurant will be closed on the following
days over the festive season:
 Thursday 25th, Friday 26th and Saturday
27th December 2014
 Thursday 1st, Friday 2nd and Saturday 3rd
January 2015
The Restaurant will be having a braai on Sunday,
28th December and a brunch on Sunday, 4th
January 2015.
Quote from Jack Boddington: “It is easier to
understand a woman than to understand Eskom.”
Keep smiling!

Jack Boddington
General Manager

Launch of
Palme D’ Or
Nexus – November 2014
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William’s Words

W

e are looking forward to the end of the
year functions which are soon to be
upon us. Wow, never have we seen a
booking sheet fill up so rapidly as has been the
case with the year-end dinner, which had to be
closed due to the numbers, and already some
have voiced bookings for our Christmas
luncheon. We appreciate
all
the
support
and
understanding
that
bookings had to be limited
to
two
guests
per
apartment this year. Even
with this limit we are still
fully booked with a waiting
list. Residents who feel
that they have missed out
are reminded that Sunday meals are a perfect
opportunity to get your families together. In large
or small groups, with the warm atmosphere at the
Clubhouse and delicious meals on offer, Sundays
are just as inviting. We always look forward to
seeing our residents enjoying themselves.
We are pleased to advise that a
promising meeting was held with
Amobia our main internet and
telephone service providers. Please
note the following points regarding
the meeting with Amobia: A meeting was held with Amobia to
discuss certain areas of concern. Don
Geyer, Willy Willemse, Kruben Moodliar
and Jack Boddington attended on behalf
of Oasis.
 Monthly accounts will be changed to
ensure that one statement is received
which will include everything such as line
rental, outgoing calls and any other items.
 Owners must understand that the internet
system is a data based service and NOT a
time based service.
 When residents phone the call centre
(0861 266 242) with a query or complaint
they must be issued with a TICKET
NUMBER. Residents must state that
ticket number as that number cannot be
taken
off
the
system until the
query/complaint has been resolved. This
can only be done by a senior official
of Amobia once he is satisfied that the
customer’s query has been finalized
satisfactorily.
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 Amobia have agreed to institute a warning
system that will advise users that they
have used 80% of their available internet
data. This will enable residents to top up if
they so wish at R29.00 per gig.
Schindler should be finishing up with the
snagging part of the lifts at Palm Royale soon.
This has been a process and we appreciate
resident’s patience.
The key safe system is now
operational at Palm Royale and
we encourage residents to leave
spare
keys
with
us
for
safekeeping. This safe for Palm
Royale is situated near the
Concierge desk and can only be
accessed
via
management.
Once the safe has been accessed for a spare key
the combination will be changed by management.
This in its entirety leads to quick and positive
responses.
Panasonic spent two days at Palm Royale
installing the hands-free telephone option
approved by the developers, whereby two hands
free phones would have been swapped out for
the initial hand-sets. Our notice to residents
indicated that a third phone could be purchased
direct from the Panasonic representative, whilst
the swap was taking place. However, this has
proven not to be the case and Century City
Connect have indicated that they will now get
some contact details for residents wanting to add
a third phone to the current set up. Residents
who were unavailable during the swap over
process will have to liaise with our offices and we
will set up appointments via Century City
Connect.
The new doors at Palm Royale, near the clinic
room foyer, have assisted immensely with the
wind etc. We ask that residents passing through
this foyer area do so quietly as we have the
residents on the ground floor to consider. We are
awaiting door arms to be installed.
A kind request is that residents
going on walks do not pick any
of the flowers in the gardens or
the pot plants. If everybody
does a little picking, there would
be nothing left. Any queries
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regarding gardening (removal of dead plants
etc.), can be directed via the Clubhouse.
The Arrogance of Authority
The DEA officer stopped at a ranch in Texas, and
talked with an old rancher. He told the rancher, “I
need to inspect your ranch for illegally grown
drugs.”
The rancher said, “Okay, but don't go in that field
over
there,” as he pointed out a distant location.
The DEA officer verbally exploded, saying,
“Mister, I have the authority of the Federal
Government with me!” Reaching into his rear
pants pocket, he removed his badge and proudly
displayed it to the rancher.
“See this
badge? This badge means I am allowed to go
wherever I wish ... on ANY land! No questions
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asked or answers given! Have I made myself
clear? Do you understand?”
The rancher nodded politely, apologized, and
went about his chores. A short time later, the old
rancher heard loud screams, looked up and saw
the DEA officer running for his life, being chased
by the rancher's enormous Santa Gertrudis bull.
With every step the bull was gaining ground on
the officer, and it seemed likely that the officer
would be gruesomely gored before he reached
safety. The man was clearly terrified.
The
rancher threw down his tools, ran to the fence
and yelled at the top of his lungs, “Your badge show him your BADGE!”
Regards,

William
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OASIS RAINFALL CORNER
MONTH
2014
January
February
March
April
May
June
July
August
September
October

(mm’s)
16.5
4.7
68.6
32.0
72.7
140.4
91.3
81.9
14.9
3.1

L/T AVE
MONTH
15.0
17.0
20.0
41.0
69.0
93.0
82.0
77.0
40.0
30.0

YTD

L/T AVE YTD

16.5
21.2
89.8
121.8
194.5
334.9
426.2
508.1
523.0
526.1

15.0
32.0
52.0
93.0
162.0
255.0
337.0
414.0
454.0
484.0

Although October was very dry, the rainfall
for the year to date remains above the long term average.
These readings are kindly supplied by Tony Ross of Palm Springs 901.

SNOOKER IS A SERIOUS GAME
Snooker is a serious game
Or so it’s thought to be,
But using ‘sticks’ to aim at ‘holes’
Seems more like heresy.

Jim tries to teach the new
recruits,
The way to hold the cue,
Elbow down, don’t scoop the ball,
And try to follow through.

Oasis has a snooker group
Of rowdy, aging players
But what it lacks in skill and style
It compensates in stayers.

Peter gives out sage advice
And tells you when you miss,
He knows from his experience
The propensity for this.

Taking turns, they pocket all
Without a single score
The biggest aim to hit the ball
And hope there will be more.
The misaimed hits, the shovel
blues,
The white ball going down,
The red balls missed by rebel
cues,
The pocket blocked by brown.
Tommy’s finger on the red.
“Just here, just left of centre”
Una hits right past the ball,
And disappoints her mentor.
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No discrimination,
On race or creed or gender,
Jaap competes with Evelyn,
As well as Joan and Brenda.

Written by:
Una Graven
203 Palm Springs

No one follows any rules,
Nor does it really matter.
We never know who follows
whom
All lost in idle chatter.
Enough to make an expert weep,
To see the game abused,
But for all the fun we have,
We’ll surely be excused.
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Movies to share with friends
These are the movies which we have seen and enjoyed at Canal Walk, Cavendish and the Waterfront.
The Good Lie (110 minutes; released 7th November 2014)
Miracles are made by people who refuse to stop believing. This drama, starring
Reece Witherspoon, Arnold Oceng, Get Duany, Emmanuel Jai and Corey Stoll, tells
the story of “The Lost Boys” who were orphaned by the brutal Civil War in Sudan that
began in 1983. These young victims travelled as many as 1000 miles on foot in
search of safety. Fifteen years later, a humanitarian effort took 3600 lost boys and
girls to America. This is the story of their survival and triumph
in life.
Love is All You Need (116 minutes; released 10th October 2014)
This is an English and Danish language romantic drama
starring Peirce Brosnan, Paprika Steem, Trine Dyrholm, Molly
Bixit Egeling, Sebastian Jessen and Kin Bodine. A recovering cancer survivor, Trine
Dyrholm, discovers her husband is cheating on her in the lead-up to their daughter’s
Italian wedding. Meanwhile a lonely widower, Peirce Brosnan, is angry at the world
for the death of his wife as he prepares to attend his son’s wedding in Italy to a girl
he has never met.
The Immigrant (118 minutes; released 24th October 2014)
This drama starring Marion Cotallard, Jeremy Renier, Angela Sarafyan and Dagmara
Dominczyk, tells the story of two sisters arriving in 1921 at Ellis Island, New York
City as immigrants looking for a better life after escaping their ravaged home in post
Great War Poland. The one sister is quarantined because of a lung disease and the
other sister is almost deported, but “rescued” by a man who offers her employment
at a theatre. She needs money to get her sister out of quarantine and in desperation
she accepts the dubious offer.

Dudley and Melda Schroeder
PG 603

Contributed by Charles Kilner
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Entertainment for All

‘E

ntertainment for All’ has grown over the years and we are planning very exciting outings every
month.

Last month we had a bumper turnout and the pleasure of listening to Cecilia Palm. Cecilia you are still a
great pianist and we loved hearing you.
Please note that next month we are having our meeting on the 2nd December - the first Tuesday in
December. We had to change the usual date so as not to coincide with the Oasis end of the year annual
party which takes place on Tuesday 9 th December. We will have Sham and Kruben who will present a
video of their epic climb up Mount Everest. What a great achievement and we can be proud that they are
both residents of Oasis. We will be serving a special end of the year tea to celebrate.
We had a record response to our planned trip to Laborie and
have had to accommodate extra passengers by private
transport. We were obliged to increase the cost by Combi to
have funds to pay for our driver’s lunch and also to enable us
to include the extra passengers.
We have the Combi for
The Warhorse coming
up in December. Unfortunately we could not get extra seats for the
late-comers. To avoid disappointment, it is important that you put
down your names at our monthly meetings to ensure that you are
included in all future outings you are interested in attending.
In the past we have always kept outings at
a low key during December and early
January, but we decided to have an informal luncheon get-together at Caffe
Villagio restaurant this year in December.
We start again in January and plan a tour to the Cape
Town Central Library which has been totally renovated
and interesting to visit. We will have a lunch at the
Townhouse restaurant.
At the December meeting we will take bookings for Orpheus in Africa, the latest
musical show at the Fugard. The Fugard always has really good shows.
We are arranging a visit to Pieter Dirk Uys in Darling. This includes a visit to
his theatre, his house, a luncheon, the show and also a short walk around
Darling. We will have to limit the numbers on this outing – so first come, first
served!
The Orientation Tours have been such a success. This tour shows all the
development taking place in Century City, familiarises you with your surroundings and visits the security
monitoring room. We are taking names for a tour early next year. All new residents and those in Palm
Royale should take this tour.
An exciting upcoming event, planning to happen in March, is a trip on the steam train to Simonstown. So
watch our notice board for all events coming up.

By Faye Salomon
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Entertainment for All – Dec/Jan Calendar
 Tuesday, 2nd December

Open Meeting: Sham & Kruben Moodliar – climb up Mount Everest
Plus: End of year special tea
Meet at the Clubhouse at 10am for 10:30am
(Bookings for all outings taken at 10am)

 Friday, 19th December

Luncheon at Caffe Villagio (Sable Square)
A get-together just around the corner.
Meet at the Clubhouse at 12:15pm

 Tuesday, 20th January

Cape Town Central Library – Tour of the updated modern library
Lunch at the Townhouse restaurant
Meet at the Clubhouse at 10:30am
Transport R15

 Saturday, 31st January

Opheus in Africa (4pm) - Musical at the Fugard
Meet at the Clubhouse at 3:15pm
Transport R15 & Tickets R130

 Saturday, 14th February

Pieter Dirk Uys in Darling
Meet at the Clubhouse at 10am
Luncheon & show R250 & Transport R70

 Coming up soon

Orientation Tour – we are taking names for this tour, probably in
February 2015

MEN'S LOGIC
A woman was outside pulling weeds on a hot
summer day when her husband walked up
and asked her what they were having for
dinner. Irritated by the thought of him sitting
in the air conditioned house while she
laboured away, she snapped, “I can't believe
you're asking me about supper right now!
Pretend I'm out of town, go inside and make
dinner yourself!”
So he went back in the house and fixed
himself a big steak, potatoes, garlic bread, and
a tall glass of iced tea. His wife walked in just
about the time he was finishing up and asked,
“Where's my plate?”
“Huh? I thought you were out of town,” he
replied.
Contributed by

Willie Willemse
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NEWS FROM THE SALES OFFICE

I

t is almost a month since the exciting launch of
the new block in the Oasis resort, Palme d’Or.
Sixty invited guests were treated to
champagne and cocktails at the pre-launch on
Thursday 30th October.
Thirteen of the 46
apartments were snapped up by eager buyers in
the course of the evening.
This was followed
by the press launch
over the weekend
of the 1st and 2nd of
November and a
number of very
interested buyers
popped in to see
the plans and the
model of Palme
d’Or.
We are
extremely happy to
announce that we
have
sold
17
apartments to date with 4 more very close to
signing. We hope to reach our target of 23 sold
apartments before year end. The contractors will
move on to site towards the middle of January.
Palm Royale continues to be very popular and
we have just concluded a sale of one of the last
remaining 3 bedroom apartments.
A large
penthouse apartment is in the process of being
sold, leaving us with only 2 three bedroom
apartments unsold.

On
the
resale
front, we continue
to achieve excellent
prices
in
Palm
Springs and Palm
Grove, and have a steady flow of people coming
in to look at our resale apartments. We recently
sold a 3 bedroom apartment on the 7 th floor of
Palm Grove, as well as a 2 bedroom apartment in
Palm Springs. The combined value of these
sales was over R7 million.
For those of you on Facebook, we now have our
own Facebook page and we would love you to go
onto it and “like” it or “share” it. If you go to our
website (www.oasisretirementresort.co.za) you
will find a FB button to click on which will take you
to the FB page. Alternatively if you are already
using Facebook, type in OASIS RETIREMENT
RESORT and it will take you to the page. We
already have some very interesting articles and
lovely pictures displayed. We are always looking
for interesting articles about what is happening at
Oasis. Photographs of events or anything newsy
and interesting would be welcomed. This is an
opportunity for you all to get Facebooking!!
We are very excited to welcome the following new
Oasis residents:
Mrs Molly Kretzmer has moved into Palm
Royale 101
Mr and Mrs Cornelissen have moved into
Palm Royale 201
Mr Ken de Goveia has
moved into Palm Royale 901
We hope that you are all going to be
very happy in your beautiful new
homes.
Kind regards,

Cindy,
Lorenda

Linda

and

Model of
Palme d’Or
Nexus – November 2014
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December Timetable
Sunday

Monday
1
9h00 Bus to
Canal Walk
10h00 Art
14h00 Bridge

Tuesday
2
7h00 Water
Aerobics
8h00 Water
Aerobics
10h00
Entertainment
for All

Wednesday
3

Thursday
4
7h00 Water
Aerobics
8h00 Water
Aerobics
19h30 Bridge

Friday
5
9h00 Bus to
Canal Walk
12H00
PRIVATE
LUNCHEON

Saturday
6
Restaurant
Closed

14h00 Social &
Handcraft

19h00 Movie
7
12h00
Formal
Sunday Lunch

8
9h00 Bus to
Canal Walk
10h00 Art

17h00 Classic
Movies

14h00 Bridge

14
12h00
Formal
Sunday Lunch

15
9h00 Bus to
Canal Walk
10h00 Art

17h00
Opera DVD

14h00 Bridge

21

22
9h00 Bus to
Canal Walk

12 noon
CHRISTMAS
LUNCH

9
7h00 Water
Aerobics
8h00 Water
Aerobics
18h00
ANNUAL
DINNER

10

16

17

PUBLIC
HOLIDAY

12
9h00 Bus to
Canal Walk

13

14h00 Social &
Handcraft

Closed

19
9h00 Bus to
Canal Walk

20

14h00 Social &
Handcraft

Closed

Restaurant

Restaurant

19h30 Bridge
23
7h00 Water
Aerobics
8h00 Water
Aerobics

24

25

26

27

Restaurant
closes at
12h30

PUBLIC

PUBLIC

Restaurant

HOLIDAY

HOLIDAY

Closed

14h00 Bridge

CHRISTMAS

19h00 Movie

28

11
7h00 Water
Aerobics
8h00 Water
Aerobics
17h30 CARE
CENTRE
COCKTAIL
PARTY
19h30 Bridge
18
7h00 Water
Aerobics
8h00 Water
Aerobics

12 noon

29
9h00 Bus to
Canal Walk

BRAAI

14h00 Bridge

30
7h00 Water
Aerobics
8h00 Water
Aerobics

31
Restaurant
closes at
12h30

Soduku
Solution

PLEASE NOTE: The restaurant is always open to residents, except on Saturdays and public holidays, although the
timetable might show a private function.
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