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Issue # 90             December 2014 

 

To All Oasis Owners & Residents 
 

 

Merry Christmas 
& New Year’s Greetings 

 

From Oasis Management & Staff 
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Happy Holidays 
  

s we move into the holiday season and the 
traditional time of giving, we are indeed 
fortunate to be given this excellent forum, 

which is the Nexus, to say thank you for all the 
wonderful support and gifts that we the 
management and staff receive all year, but 
particularly at this time. 
 
We wish that you will have the pleasure and joy of 
spending quality time with family and friends and 
perhaps renew old acquaintances; we wish you 
pleasant and safe journeys should you be 
travelling whether near or far.  May you enjoy 
good health in this time of festivity and goodwill, 
as well as all the joy and happiness that you so 
richly deserve.  Those are just a few of the wishes 
that we hope will be bestowed upon you the 
residents of Oasis Retirement Resort. 
 
The response to our request for donations to be 
placed in the box in the Clubhouse has been 
exceptional and we believe that we will surpass 

last year’s figure now that the complex has been 
enlarged to three blocks totaling 232 apartments.  
Concierges, gardeners and restaurant staff total 
34 in number and it appears that each and every 
member of staff will receive about R1 200.  We 
will give final figures collected and distributed in 
the next issue (January) of Nexus.  We do 
appreciate that the functions they perform are 
their official duties, but it is so rewarding when 
they are acknowledged by the very persons that 
they are trying to serve to the best of their 
abilities.  This additional amount of say R1 200 in 
their pockets can mean much joy and pleasure for 
their families in these difficult times. 
 
My team and I wish to take this opportunity to 
wish everyone a Happy Christmas and a healthy 
and wonderful 2015. 
 

Jack Boddington 

Editor 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

A 

 

Even Einstein 

warned South Africa 
 

Contributed by Joan Ross 

PS 901 
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From the Manager’s Desk 

 
he end of the year, accompanied by the 
Christmas and New Year festivities, is 
almost upon us already.  It has been an 

eventful year with the completion of Palm Royale 
and the new owners taking occupation of their 
apartments from June onwards.  The Function 
room and the Art/Hobby building have also been 
occupied.  The Coffee Bar which opened in 
October has been very well accepted.  We ask 
residents to bear with us as we do not wish to 
rush into providing too many savoury options of 
which have been requested.  We plan to 
introduce additional snack options, commencing 
sometime in the New Year, for those residents 
wishing to relax with a good cup of coffee and a 
small snack whether it be sweet or savoury. 
 
Electricity 

Eskom have once again 
proved to be totally unreliable, 
as besides being unable to 
prevent outages, they also 
cannot predict correctly when 
the blackouts will occur.  They 
then actually state in a press 
interview that they are not 

experiencing a crisis and the blame for these 
outages are due to the World Cup in 2010.  If one 
is to judge their performance by these ridiculous 
statements then we know why they are in such a 
mess.   
 
Water 
We did experience some 
loss of pressure during the 
first two weeks of December, 
but it appears that this has 
been rectified.  The recycled 
water that we receive from 
Potsdam for irrigating our 
gardens has been a major 
problem however.  Some days we are not getting 
any supply while other days the pressure is not 
sufficient to operate the sprinklers.  This is a very 
serious situation as the heat and wind dries the 
gardens in no time at all.  Pressure is being 
exerted on the Cape Town City Council to provide 
a better and steady flow. 
 
Annual Dinner 
The 8th annual dinner was a great success if one 
listens to the very favourable comments that we 
have received.  A wonderful, large crowd of 130 

residents attended.  A very pleasing aspect was 
that many of the new residents from Palm Royale 
attended their first annual dinner and are now 
becoming part of the Oasis complex family.  An 
extremely talented pianist, Tertia Downey, and 
singer, Louise Howlett, gave a wonderful 
performance after dinner and before the much 
awaited ABBA group appeared. 
 
Thanks 

I wish to end this 
article by expressing 
my special thanks to 
all my staff members 
who have performed 
superbly during the 
year.  We had to train 
new Concierges once Palm Royale was occupied 
and this proved a little problematic, but given time 
this has been sorted out and we still pride 
ourselves on our record of no security incidents at 
all since inception in 2007. 
 
A very special thanks to Marilynne and William 
who have supported me so well in this extremely 
busy year.  Both are 5-star performers! 
  
Thanks also to our Directors and Trustees for 
their valued support in ensuring the good 
governance of this wonderful complex that is 
OASIS. 
 
Public Holidays 
The Restaurant will be closed on the following 
days over the festive season:- 
 Thursday, Friday and Saturday, 25th, 26th 
 and 27th December 
 Thursday, Friday and Saturday, 1st, 2nd 
 and 3rd January 2015 
 
The restaurant will be having a braai on Sunday, 
28th December and a brunch on Sunday, 4th 
January 2015.  Booking sheets will be available 
for both events. 
 
Quote from Ernest Mchunu:  “All recipes for 
success depend ultimately on enthusiasm.” 
 
May peace be your gift at Christmas and your 
blessings all year through! 
 

Jack Boddington    

General Manager 

 

T 
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William’s Words  

e want to thank residents and our staff 
for another wonderful year.  It has been 
a fast paced year and it has simply 

raced by.  We wish you well over the festive 
season.  Keep well and safe as we want to spend 
many more years with you.  Thank you for 
another great year at Oasis.  We wish you a 
merry Christmas and a happy New Year. 
 
This is the time of the year when lots of people go 
away and we have lots of visitors staying over.  
We want your visitors to enjoy their stay and 
utilize the facilities we have.  We ask that 
residents keep them well informed of the Oasis 
rules, especially when it comes to using the 
heated pool and the gym area. 

 
Christmas Spirit 
It was just before Christmas and the magistrate 
was in a happy mood.  He asked the prisoner 
who was in the dock, “What are you charged 
with?” 
The prisoner replied, “Doing my Christmas 
shopping too early.” 
“That's no crime,” said the magistrate.  “Just how 
early were you doing this shopping?” 
“Before the shop opened,” answered the prisoner. 

 
Regards,  

William 

 

  

W 

 

Woman Power! 
 
 
 
 
 
 

According to the Alaska Department of 
Fish and Game, while both male and 
female reindeer grow antlers in the 

summer each year, male reindeer drop 
their antlers at the beginning of winter, 

usually late November to mid-December. 
 

Female reindeer retain their antlers till 
after they give birth in the spring. 

Therefore, according to EVERY historical 
rendition depicting Santa's reindeer, 

EVERY single one of them, from Rudolph 
to Blitzen, had to be a girl. 

 
We should have known ... ONLY women 
would be able to drag a fat man in a red 
velvet suit all around the world in one 

night and not get lost. 

Contributed by Janet Kilner 

 

Q:  What did we have before candles? 

A:  Electricity 

 

Contributed by 

Heather Bishop 

PG 409 
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OASIS RAINFALL CORNER 

 
 
 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

As can be seen, the rainfall for the year to date  
remains above the long term average. 

 

These readings are kindly supplied by Tony Ross of Palm Springs 901. 

 

 

 

 

  

MONTH 
2014 

(mm’s) 
 

L/T AVE 
MONTH 

YTD L/T AVE YTD 

January 16.5 15.0 16.5 15.0 

February 4.7 17.0 21.2 32.0 

March 68.6 20.0 89.8 52.0 

April 32.0 41.0 121.8 93.0 

May 72.7 69.0 194.5 162.0 

June 140.4 93.0 334.9 255.0 

July 91.3 82.0 426.2 337.0 

August 81.9 77.0 508.1 414.0 

September 14.9 40.0 523.0 454.0 

October 3.1 30.0 526.1 484.0 

November 17.0 14.0 544.0 498.0 
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Entertainment  for  All 

 
t is the end of another year for ‘Entertainment for All’.  I would like to thank our committee members for 
all the hard work they have done to bring varied entertainment for everyone. 
  

Here is a short trip down memory lane. 
 
Do you remember an outing to Fairview or to see the flowers at Posberg, a trot with the horse and carriage 
through the Gardens, or perhaps a walk on the Boomslang at Kirstenbosch and a boat trip around the 
harbour.  What about our trip to Laborie or the day at the Car Museum and lunch at the Berry Farm.  And 
don’t forget Johnny Cooper and his band at Oude Libertas.  We also had an inspiring visit to the Astra 
Coffee Shop where they do wonderful work for mentally challenged people.  Another memorable trip was a 
visit to Kayalitsha and a visit to the home grown vegetable market.    
 
And of course how did you enjoy the Oklahoma at Artscape and the Cirque De La Symphanic at the 
Casino?  And what about the evenings at Theatre on the Bay to see Handful of Keys, Vertical Hour or the 
Load of Bull (wasn’t that a load full of bull!)?  We also saw Blood Brothers at The Fugard and now we are 
all anticipating the War Horse at the Artscape. 
 
We had a most successful Antique Road show and talk with Stephen Welz.  Our own aqua aerobics 
instructor Nico encouraged everybody to get fit and gave a talk on health awareness.  We can also be so 
proud that we have had wonderful talks from our own residents.  We had an excellent talk from Suzanne 
Krige all about her visit to Bhutan, Marcia Raymond talked of the interesting sculpture gardens in England 
and Julie Peires’s son gave us a most interesting understanding of the Xhosa people.  Can we forget the 
lovely musical recital by Cecilia Palm and then our very successful end of the year party with Sham and 

Kruben. 
 
Miriam has managed to organize all the Century City Orientation Tours.  Most 
of us have done the tour, but this will be repeated again next year if you still 
interested. 
 
Now we must plan for the future.  We are going to Pieter Dirk Uys at Darling. 

This tour is full but we hope to get a bigger Combi if possible.  We are now 
taking names for the Orpheus in Africa, a musical at the Fugard, and for the 
steam train to Simonstown.  The train trip will happen in April and will cost 
R320 per person plus R15 transport.  
This also includes a shuttle service 
from the station into Simonstown.  We 
will board the train at Cape Town 
station and have lunch in Simonstown.  

That will bring back some memories.  
 
Also next year we plan a visit to the Chris Barnard Heart Museum 
at Groot Schuur Hospital.  And every year we arrange an outing 
for the Last Night of the Proms at the City Hall in March. 
 
There will not be an Open Meeting on the 2nd Tuesday in January.  We will resume again in February. 
 
I must ask residents who can drive to please come forward and help us. Sometimes we cannot find an 
extra driver and would love your support.  We are only able to use the Combi once a month and only over a 
weekend as the Combi has to be available for the Frail Care Unit. 
 
I hope all our new residents will enjoy our outings too.  All Oasis owners and residents are most welcome. 

 
By Faye Salomon  
 

I 
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Get Giggling 
 

A little old man shuffled slowly into 
an ice cream parlour and pulled 

himself slowly, painfully, up 
onto a stool. 

After catching his breath, he 
ordered a banana split.  

The waitress asked kindly, 
“Crushed nuts?”  

“No,” he replied, “Arthritis.” 
 

Contributed by 

Mrs Jeffery – PR G02 
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NEWS FROM THE SALES OFFICE 

hristmas greetings from the Sales Office.  
The year of 2014 has been a busy one for 
us in the Oasis Sales office.  56 of 58 

apartments are sold in Palm Royale and 21 of 46 
apartments have been sold in Palme d’Or in just 
six weeks since our launch date. 
 
Our resales in Palm Springs and Palm Grove are 
going from strength to strength with us just having 
sold a 2 bedroom apartment in Palm Springs for 
R3 050 000.  
 
Rental prices are increasing as demand exceeds 
supply. 
 
On behalf of the sales team I would like to take 
this opportunity to thank the wonderful people at 
Oasis who make our days.  To William, Jack and 
Marilynne who are always there for us when we 
call on them.  To the restaurant staff and Cathy 
who can always be relied upon for excellent 
service for our clients.  To the garden and 
maintenance team who keep Oasis looking 
pristine and which impress our clients each and 
every day.  Last, but by no means least, to all of 
the residents who so willingly assist us in 
marketing our beautiful resort.  We are so grateful 
to you for always being available for photo 
shoots, video shoots and allowing us to use your 
faces and personalities for our marketing and 
advertising campaigns.  Judging by our sales 

figures your time 
and efforts are 
working, as 
Oasis becomes 
more and more 
popular and the 
place to be.  
Thank you to all 
of you.  You all make our job of selling The Oasis 
that much easier. 
 
We would like to welcome: 

 Mrs Sybil Levin in PR 601 
 Jeffrey  Berzack and Lynne Hamburger in 

PR 1101 
 Hans Zeltmann in PS 604 
 Andrew and Elizabeth Smith in PS 603 

 
The sales office will be closed on the following 
days: 

 Tuesday 16th December 
 Wed 24th December - Sunday 28th 

December 
 Wed 31st December - Sunday 4th January 

 
We wish you all a very Merry Christmas and 
happy holidays.  May 2015 be a year of health 
and happiness for you all. 
 
Kind regards, 

Cindy, Linda & Lorenda 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

C 

 

Why there are 

fewer men in 

the world than 

women! 
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The Magic Bank Account 
 

Imagine that you had won the following *PRIZE* in a 
contest:  Each morning your bank would deposit 

$86,400 into your private account for your 
use.  However, this prize has rules: 

   
The set of rules: 
1. Everything that you did not spend during each dy 

would be taken away from you. 
2. You may not simply transfer money into some other 

account. 
3. You may only spend it. 
4. Each morning upon awakening, the bank opens 

your account with another $86,400 for that day. 
5. The bank can end the game without warning; at any 

time it can say, “Game Over!".  It can close the 
account and you will not receive a new one. 

 
What would you personally do? 

You would buy anything and everything you wanted 
right?  Not only for yourself, but for all the people you 
love and care for.  Even for people you do not know, 

because you could not possibly spend it all on yourself, 
right?  You would try to spend every penny, and use it 
all, because you knew it would be replenished in the 

morning, right? 
  
ACTUALLY, this game is real!  Each of us is already a 
winner of this *PRIZE*.  We just cannot seem to see 
it.  The prize is *TIME* 
1. Each morning we awaken to receive 86,400 

seconds as a gift of life. 
2. And when we go to sleep at night, any remaining 

time is not credited to you. 
3. What we have not used up that day is forever lost. 
4. Yesterday is forever gone. 
5. Each morning the account is refilled, but the bank 

can dissolve your account at any time without 
warning. 
 

SO, what will you do with your 86,400 seconds?  Those 
seconds are worth so much more than the same 

amount in dollars.  Think about it and remember to 
enjoy every second of your life, because time races by 

so much quicker than you think.  So … start “spending”! 
  

Contributed by 

Heather Bishop – PG 409 
 

 

Care Centre 

Annual Party 
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January Timetable 
 

 
Sunday 

 
Monday 

 
Tuesday 

 
Wednesday 

 
Thursday 

 
Friday 

 
Saturday 

    
 

 

1 
 

PUBLIC 
HOLIDAY 

2 
 

PUBLIC 
HOLIDAY 

3 
 

Restaurant 

 

Closed 

 

 

4 
 

10h00 

Special 

Brunch 

5 
9h00 Bus to 
Canal Walk 
10h00 Art 
 
14h00 Bridge 
 

6 
7h00 Water 
Aerobics 
8h00 Water 
Aerobics 
 

7 
 
 

8 
7h00 Water 
Aerobics 
8h00 Water 
Aerobics 
 
19h30 Bridge 
 

9 
9h00 Bus to 
Canal Walk 
 
14h00 Social & 
Handcraft 
 

10 
 
Restaurant 

 

Closed 

 

 

11 
 

12h00 

Formal 

Sunday Lunch 

 

 

12 
9h00 Bus to 
Canal Walk 
10h00 Art 
 
14h00 Bridge 
 

13 
7h00 Water 
Aerobics 
8h00 Water 
aerobics 
 

19h00 Movie 
 

14 
 
 

15 
7h00 Water 
Aerobics 
8h00 Water 
Aerobics 
 
19h30 Bridge 

16 
9h00 Bus to 
Canal Walk 
 
14h00 Social & 
Handcraft 
 

17 
 
Restaurant 

 

Closed 

 

18 
 

12h00 

Formal 

Sunday Lunch 

 

19 
9h00 Bus to 
Canal Walk 
 
 
14h00 Bridge 
 

20 
7h00 Water 
Aerobics 
8h00 Water 
Aerobics 
10h00 Tour of 
Cape Town 
Library 
 
19h00 Movie 
 

21 
 

12h00 
BRAAI 

22 
7h00 Water 
Aerobics 
8h00 Water 
aerobics 
 

23 
9h00 Bus to 
Canal Walk 
 
14h00 Social & 
Handcraft 
 

24 
 

Restaurant 

 

Closed 

 

25 
 

12h00 

Formal 

Sunday Lunch 

26 
9h00 Bus to 
Canal Walk 
 
14h00 Bridge 

27 
7h00 Water 
Aerobics 
8h00 Water 
Aerobics 
 
19h00 Movie 
 

28 
 
 

29 
7h00 Water 
Aerobics 
8h00 Water 
Aerobics 

30 
9h00 Bus to 
Canal Walk 
 
14h00 Social & 
Handcraft 

31 
 

Restaurant 

 

Closed 

 

15h15 
Orpheus in 
Africa @ 
Fugard 
 

 
PLEASE  NOTE:  The restaurant is always open to residents,  except on Saturdays and public holidays, although the 

timetable might show a private function.  


